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point of view and leaving the legal problem to the next
chapter.
I have said that the household is the basic economic
unit. But the members of a household do not all
participate in agricultural work ; children go to the
farm only occasionally and women are entirely free
from it. Agriculture is chiefly men's occupation. This
division of labour between men and women is a
characteristic of the silk-producing area. It suggests
that the development of the silk industry is a factor
responsible for the practice. During the period when
domestic reeling was prosperous, women were busy
in reeling while men were busy in preparing the soil.
On the other hand, the income secured from the silk
industry was comparable to the income secured from
agriculture* It enabled the people to live on small
farms. The size of farms therefore remains limited
and the amount of labour required in agriculture is
correspondingly restricted.
To show how well adjusted are labour and land in
the village, some statistics may be cited. The total
number of adult men, the real or potential workers on
the land, between 15 to 55, is 450. The total area of
land, including a small percentage of non-cultivated
land, is 3,065 mow. If the land is equally distributed
among the workers, each will get 6*6 mow. In the
above section, I showed the rate of work and the
length of time needed for the growth of the rice, and
came to the conclusion that the amount of land that
can be cultivated by a single man is about seven mow.
From the point of view of technology, I have also
shown that the use of the hoe in cultivation has
made most of the work very individualistic. Group
work yields no more than the sum total of individual

